Psychotria (rubiaceae) is the second largest genus of flowering plants in New Caledonia. a taxonomic revision in progress for this archipelago estimates the number of species as 81, all of them endemic, and 25 of which are new to science. Four of them are described and illustrated here: P. fambartiae, P. ireneae, P. nigotei and P. veillonii. robust morphological characteristics were found to distinguish these four from other New Caledonian species. Psychotria veillonii, which is known only from the massif of Tiébaghi, might already be extinct as a result of intensive nickel mining in the area. according to the IuCN criteria, P. nigotei, should be considered Critically endangered as it occurs only in two locations, which are close to one another; P. ireneae and P. fambartiae are considered endangered and Vulnerable respectively, given their somewhat larger but limited distributions.
Introduction
a recent review of Psychotria Linnaeus s.l. (1759: 929; rubiaceae) in New Caledonia recognized 59 described species (Barrabé 2013 , which are all endemic. Most of them (56) Barrabé et al. 2012 . This systematic work is the preliminary step towards a comprehensive taxonomic revision of the group in the archipelago that was carried out using specimens from the BM, G, K, LYJB, MPu, NOu and P herbaria. During this study, a further 26 undescribed species were identified, 25 of which are placed in Psychotria s.s. and one in Margaritopsis. The number of species in this group is thus estimated to be 85 (81 in Psychotria s.s. and four in Margaritopsis). Psychotria s.s. is then the second most species rich genus of angiosperms in New Caledonia, behind Phyllanthus Linnaeus (1753 : 981, Morat et al. 2012 Phyllanthaceae) . a recent molecular phylogenetic study (Barrabé 2013 ) delineated 13 major subclades within Psychotria s.s. in New Caledonia, seven of which possess at least one new species. even with the high level of morphological polymorphism observed among and within these major subclades, this study showed that all of the New Caledonian species of Psychotria s.s. share a unique combination of characters that distinguish this genus from other genera of rubiaceae 
